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Abstract 

The protracted conflict between Israel and Palestine has not ended, even though peace negotiations 
have been held several times, such as in 2010. As a result of this conflict, many Palestinian women 
lost their rights, and this attracted the sympathy of the world community, which then carried out the 
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement. This article aims to see the influence of this 
movement in advocating for the problems faced by Palestinian women at that time. The method used 
is to analyze various global society activities, reports, policies, and documents related to the Boycott, 
Divestment, and Sanctions movement in various parts of the world during 2010 using the 
Transnational Advocacy Networks (TANs) theory. The results show that during 2010, people in 
various parts of the world continuously carried out the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions 
movement, which demanded the return of the rights of Palestinians, including Palestinian women. 
Even though these movements did not end the conflict, they saw the mobilization of transnational 
networks to advocate for the rights of Palestinian women. This means that peace between Israel and 
Palestine is possible if the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions movement continues in global society. 

Keywords: BDS Movement, Palestinian Women’s Rights, TANs Theory   

Abstrak  

Konflik berkepanjangan Israel dan Palestina tak kunjung usai meskipun sudah berkali-kali diadakan perundingan 
perdamaian, seperti perundingan tahun 2010. Akibat konflik tersebut, banyak perempuan Palestina kehilangan 
hak mereka, dan hal ini menarik simpati masyarakat dunia yang kemudian melakukan gerakan Boycot Divestment 
and Sanctions. Artikel ini bertujuan untuk melihat pengaruh gerakan tersebut dalam mengadvokasi permasalahan 
yang dihadapi perempuan Palestina saat itu. Metode yang digunakan adalah dengan melakukan analisis terhadap 
berbagai kegiatan masyarakat global, laporan-laporan, kebijakan dan dokumen terkait dengan gerakan Boycot 
Divestment and Sanctions di berbagai belahan dunia selama tahun 2010 dengan memakai teori Transnational 
Advocacy Networks (TANs). Hasilnya menunjukkan bahwa selama tahun 2010 masyarakat di berbagai belahan 
dunia secara berkelanjutan melakukan gerakan Boycot Divestment and Sanctions yang menuntut pengembalian hak-
hak warga Palestina tidak terkeceuali perempuan Palestina. Meskipun gerakan-gerakan tersebut tidak mengakhiri 
konflik yang terjadi, namun terlihat adanya mobilisasi jaringan transnasional dalam melakukan advokasi untuk 
memperjuangkan hak-hak perempuan Palestina. Ini berarti bahwa perdamaian antara Israel dan Palestina mungkin 
terjadi jika gerakan Boycot Divestment and Sanctions terus dilakukan masyarakat global. 

Kata Kunci: Gerakan BDS, Hak Perempuan Palestina, TANs Teori

Introduction 

The enduring conflict between Palestine and 

Israel, steeped in the intricate historical tapestry of 

the late 19th and early 20th centuries, has proven 

resistant to resolution despite a litany of wars, 

uprisings, and peace negotiations. The complexity 

of the situation is underscored by critical issues  

 

such as the contested status of Jerusalem, the 

plight of Palestinian refugees, the contentious 

presence of Israeli settlements in the West Bank, 

and the elusive realization of a sovereign 

Palestinian state. 

mailto:rizkyaadelia30@gmail.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.30983/humanisme.v7i2.7736
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The year 2010 marked a pivotal juncture, 

characterized by sporadic Israeli-Palestinian peace 

talks that unfolded against a backdrop of historical 

grievances and contemporary challenges. In 2009, 

the region witnessed a harrowing escalation of the 

human rights crisis in the Israeli-occupied 

Palestinian territories, particularly in Gaza. 

Operation Cast Lead, a substantial military 

offensive launched by Israeli forces from 

December 27, 2008, to January 18, 2009, exacted a 

heavy toll on the Palestinian population, resulting 

in the loss of hundreds of civilian lives and 

widespread destruction of homes and 

infrastructure.1 

The 2010 peace talks were fraught with 

discord, mirroring historical fissures and deep-

seated disagreements. Core issues, including the 

status of Jerusalem, the fate of Palestinian 

refugees, the presence of Israeli settlements in the 

West Bank, and the establishment of a Palestinian 

state, remained thorny points of contention. 2 

These negotiations were further marred by 

outbreaks of violence, such as the 2010 Gaza 

flotilla incident, where Israeli forces boarded a ship 

ferrying aid for Gaza, leading to tragic casualties 

and injuries. 

In 2010, the conditions in Gaza were 

significantly influenced by the Israeli blockade, 

implemented in 2007 in response to the control of 

the Gaza Strip by Hamas. The blockade, designed 

to restrict the influx of potentially military-use 

materials, had extensive repercussions for Gaza's 

civilian population. This period witnessed a 

humanitarian crisis marked by widespread 

unemployment, severe poverty, and pervasive 

food insecurity, rendering the majority of Gaza's 

population heavily reliant on humanitarian aid for 

basic needs. The blockade also took a toll on 

Gaza's economy, limiting the import of raw 

 
1  Human Rights Watch, Israel / Occupied Palestinian 

Territories (OPT) Events of 2009, 2010 
<https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2010/country-
chapters/israel/palestine>. 

2 BBC News, ‘Israel Gaza War: History of The Conflict 
Explained’, BBC News 
<https://www.bbc.com/news/newsbeat-44124396>. 

materials, crippling local industries, and elevating 

unemployment rates. Export restrictions further 

compounded economic challenges, hindering 

farmers and manufacturers from selling their 

products beyond Gaza.3 

Moreover, the blockade severely impeded 

the import of construction materials, exacerbating 

difficulties in rebuilding essential infrastructure 

damaged during Operation "Cast Lead," the Israeli 

military offensive that occurred between 

December 2008 and January 2009. The healthcare 

sector faced critical shortages of medical supplies 

and equipment, with patients encountering 

obstacles in obtaining permits to leave Gaza for 

treatment, resulting in delays and, at times, 

fatalities. Fuel shortages, a consequence of the 

blockade, led to frequent power outages, affecting 

households, businesses, and vital services such as 

hospitals, which had to rely on generators for 

essential operations. 

Internationally, the blockade elicited 

condemnation from human rights organizations, 

the United Nations, and various governments, 

criticized for its perceived collective punishment 

against Gaza's civilian population, its breach of 

international law, and its hindrance to peace. 

Additionally, a notable event in May 2010, the 

"Gaza Freedom Flotilla," attempted to break the 

blockade by delivering humanitarian aid and 

construction materials. Intercepted by Israeli 

forces in international waters, the confrontation 

resulted in the deaths of nine activists and 

numerous injuries, sparking widespread 

international concern and scrutiny. This incident 

underscored the multifaceted challenges faced by 

the Palestinian population in Gaza and the 

complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

The Israeli blockade of Gaza is widely 

regarded as a violation of international law due to 

3 Amnesty International, ‘Suffocating Gaza - the Israeli 
Blockade’s Effects on Palestinians’, Amnesty International, 
2010, pp. 4–7 <http://www.amnesty.org/en/news-and-
updates/suffocating-gaza-israeli-blockades-effects-
palestinians-2010-06-01>. 
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its categorization as a form of collective 

punishment against the civilian population. 

International humanitarian law explicitly prohibits 

collective punishment, defining it as the 

imposition of sanctions or harassment on a large 

group of people based on the actions of one or a 

few individuals within that group. Amnesty 

International has asserted that Israel's ongoing 

blockade of Gaza constitutes a blatant violation of 

international law by employing collective 

punishment. The blockade's consequences include 

mass unemployment, extreme poverty, and rising 

food prices, resulting in approximately four out of 

five Gazans relying on humanitarian aid. Notably, 

the adverse effects disproportionately impact 

vulnerable groups, including children, the elderly, 

the sick, and the substantial refugee population, 

rather than specifically targeting the Hamas 

administration or armed groups.4 

The Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949, a 

fundamental treaty in international humanitarian 

law, explicitly prohibits collective punishment. 

Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention 

unequivocally states, "No protected person may be 

punished for an offense he or she has not 

personally committed. Collective penalties and 

likewise all measures of intimidation or of 

terrorism are prohibited." 

Examining the blockade's impact on the 

civilian population, encompassing restrictions on 

movement, economic and infrastructure damage, 

and the resulting health crisis, reinforces the 

perspective that the blockade constitutes a form of 

collective punishment, thereby constituting a 

violation of international law. 

Despite decades of conflict, various peace 

plans have been proposed, each falling short of 

bringing about a lasting resolution. The most 

recent proposal colloquially referred to as "the deal 

of the century" by Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu, encountered staunch opposition from 

the Palestinian side, deeming it one-sided and 

 
4 Amnesty International op. cit. hlm. 2 

unfeasible. The Israeli-occupied Palestinian 

territories remain mired in a complex and 

unresolved state, characterized by persistent 

violence and simmering political tensions between 

Israelis and Palestinians. The intricate historical 

narrative, interwoven with the contemporary 

intricacies of diplomatic negotiations, underscores 

the formidable challenges inherent in seeking a 

comprehensive and enduring resolution to this 

protracted and deeply entrenched conflict. 

The Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions 

(BDS) movement constitutes a Palestinian-led, 

global civil society initiative aimed at advancing 

freedom, justice, and equality for the Palestinian 

population. The multifaceted strategies employed 

by the movement, encompassing boycotts, 

divestments, and sanctions, seek to exert pressure 

on Israel to align with international legal norms 

and uphold the fundamental rights of Palestinians. 

As a consequential force in the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict, the BDS movement has not only garnered 

substantial international support but has also 

emerged as a central topic of discourse within 

academic, political, and social arenas. 

Rooted in the Palestinian civil society's 2005 

call for boycotting, divesting from, and imposing 

sanctions on Israel, the BDS movement draws 

inspiration from the successful anti-apartheid 

movement in South Africa. Its founders 

envisioned a nonviolent means of challenging 

Israeli policies that infringe upon Palestinian 

rights. Evolving into a global solidarity movement, 

the BDS initiative has secured backing from 

diverse international entities, including academic 

associations, unions, and grassroots 

organizations.5 

At the forefront of the struggle for rights, 

Palestinian women have actively engaged with the 

BDS movement, recognizing the intersectional of 

oppression and calling upon global feminists to 

stand in solidarity with women and girls living 

under occupation and settler colonialism. The 

5  Ireland Palestine Solidarity Campaign, ‘Boycott 
Divestment and Sanctions – The Background to BDS’ 
<https://www.ipsc.ie/bds-the-background>. 
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movement's strategies have yielded substantive 

impacts, pressuring businesses to reassess their 

involvement in the Israeli occupation, disrupting 

events normalizing the occupation, and reshaping 

public discourse on the Israeli-Palestinian 

conflict.6 

The primary aim of this study is to conduct 

a nuanced analysis of the influence exerted by the 

strategies employed by the Boycott, Divestment, 

and Sanctions (BDS) movement on Palestinian 

women's rights and global advocacy. This 

investigation places particular emphasis on the 

events and developments unfolding in the critical 

year of 2010. The distinctive contribution of this 

research lies in its dedicated exploration of the 

specific impact the BDS movement had on the 

rights of Palestinian women and its broader 

ramifications on global civil society during the 

events of 2010. The paper delves into the historical 

antecedents of the BDS movement, tracing its 

inception to the Palestinian civil society's call in 

2005 for a boycott, divestment, and sanctions 

against Israel. It meticulously examines the 

evolutionary trajectory of the movement, charting 

its transformation into a global civil society 

initiative bolstered by support from diverse 

international entities, including academic 

associations, unions, and grassroots organizations.  

Palestinian women also shed light on its 

broader repercussions within the sphere of global 

civil society during the events of 2010. In 

conclusion, the paper advocates for sustained 

research efforts and dedicated advocacy to fortify 

the BDS movement's pivotal role in advancing the 

rights of Palestinian women and empowering 

global civil society. 

 

 

 
6 Ramah Awad, ‘BDS as The Baseline of Solidarity: 

Toward a Model of Co-Struggling with Palestinians in Their 
Movement for Justice and Liberation’, Human 
Geography(United Kingdom), 14.3 (2021), 362–73 
<https://doi.org/10.1177/1942778620972354>. 

7  Huimin Cheng and others, ‘Communities and 
Brokers: How the Transnational Advocacy Network 

Transnational Advocacy Networks (TANs): 

The theoretical construct of transnational 

advocacy networks (TANs), as delineated by Keck 

and Sikkink (1998), encompasses the intricate 

network of connections between organizations 

operating transnationally to champion specific 

values, norms, or policies. This framework 

underscores the pivotal role of TANs in 

amplifying advocacy messages, extending the 

organizational reach, and furnishing 

supplementary resources. Consequently, this 

augmentation enhances the overall efficacy of 

advocacy endeavors, contributing to their 

perceived success.7 

Global Civil Society 

The article's focal point on the escalating 

attention from global civil society aligns seamlessly 

with the concept of global civil society, denoting 

the sphere of organized social life detached from 

the state's purview. Comprising diverse non-

governmental organizations, social movements, 

and advocacy networks, global civil society 

represents an independent force that significantly 

impacts global affairs. The escalating attention 

directed towards the advocacy initiatives of the 

BDS movement for Palestinian women epitomizes 

the interconnectedness and influence wielded by 

non-state actors on global issues.8 

 
Issue Emergence and Non-emergence 

Integral to the theoretical framework is the 

consideration of issue emergence and non-

emergency within TANs. This entails a meticulous 

exploration of how specific concerns, such as the 

advocacy for Palestinian women, garner attention 

and support within transnational advocacy 

networks. The analysis delves into the dynamics 

inherent in issue networks, the conditions 

facilitating issue adoption, and the strategic role 

Simultaneously Provides Social Power and Exacerbates 
Global Inequalities’, International Studies Quarterly, 65.3 (2021), 
724–38 <https://doi.org/10.1093/isq/sqab037>. 

8  Gideon Baker, ‘Problems in the Theorisation of 
Global Civil Society’, Political Studies, 50.5 (2002), 928–43 
<https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-9248.00401>. 
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played by network tactics in shaping the agendas 

of global civil society.9 

By synthesizing the concepts of TANs, 

global civil society, and issue emergence, the 

theoretical framework provides a comprehensive 

foundation for scrutinizing how the TANs theory 

can facilitate the comprehension and assessment 

of the advocacy endeavors undertaken by the BDS 

movement for Palestinian women. This analysis is 

situated within the broader context of the 

escalating attention received from global civil 

society. 

 
Method 

This study employs a qualitative research 

design, employing document analysis and 

observational methods to examine the advocacy 

endeavors of the BDS movement concerning 

Palestinian women and to scrutinize the escalating 

attention garnered from global civil society. 

Data Collection: 

Document Analysis: The research team 

systematically reviewed written materials, 

including reports, policy briefs, and pertinent 

documents associated with the BDS movement's 

advocacy for Palestinian women. This rigorous 

examination aimed to identify prevalent themes, 

discern trends, and elucidate strategies employed 

by the movement. 

Observations: Firsthand observations of activities 

and events organized by the BDS movement, 

encompassing protests, rallies, and meetings, were 

conducted by the researchers. These observations 

provided valuable insights into the nature of the 

advocacy efforts and the extent of attention 

received from global civil society. 

Data Analysis: Thematic Content Analysis: The 

data accrued from both document analysis and 

observations underwent thematic content analysis. 

This method involved identifying and categorizing 

primary themes and patterns emerging from the 

documents and observational notes. 

 
9 Charli Carpenter, ‘Global Issue Networks’, pp. 1–12 

<https://charlicarpenter.com/tan>. 

Case Studies:  Additionally, in-depth case studies 

were undertaken, focusing on specific advocacy 

initiatives and events. These case studies were 

instrumental in providing a comprehensive 

understanding of the determinants influencing the 

BDS movement's advocacy for Palestinian women 

and its reception within the realm of global civil 

society. 

The method section serves to ensure 

transparency and facilitate the replication of the 

study's procedures by offering a clear and detailed 

description of the research design, data collection, 

and data analysis methods. This meticulous 

approach enhances the credibility and robustness 

of the research findings.10 

To achieve these objectives, this research 

employs a comprehensive methodology involving 

an exhaustive review and analysis of the events and 

outcomes associated with the BDS movement 

throughout 2010. Drawing upon a diverse range of 

sources and data, this approach aims to provide a 

nuanced and detailed understanding of how the 

movement impacted Palestinian women's rights 

and global advocacy during this pivotal period. 

The subsequent findings and discourse not only 

underscore the substantive influence wielded by 

the BDS movement's strategies on the rights of. 

The methodology section of a research 

paper assumes a pivotal role in bolstering the 

credibility and reproducibility of research 

outcomes. Its significance lies in rendering the 

research process transparent, affording readers 

insight into the procedural intricacies that 

underpin the investigation, and facilitating an 

appraisal of the accuracy and reliability of the 

undertaken approach. An adeptly crafted 

methodology segment not only expounds upon 

the research question but also expatiates the 

chosen data type and the rationale governing its 

selection, thereby establishing a cogent linkage 

between the data and the research query.  

10  Mario John Chris, ‘Methodology Section for 
Research Papers’, San José State University Writing Center, 2021, 
pp. 1–5 <www.sjsu.edu/writingcenterWrittenby>. 
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Within the methodological framework, a 

comprehensive delineation of the data collection 

process ensues, elucidating the tools, materials, 

subject-sampling criteria, and sample size. This 

level of granularity is indispensable, fostering the 

potential replication of the procedure, a cardinal 

tenet of scientific inquiry. For quantitative 

research paradigms, the methodology articulates 

the metrics employed for data measurement, while 

qualitative counterparts expound on the means of 

data recording and analysis. 

Moreover, the methodology section delves 

into the intricacies of data analysis, laying bare the 

procedures for data preparation and the tools 

marshaled for this purpose. Quantitative studies 

explicate mathematical calculations, while 

qualitative counterparts expound on the nuanced 

processes of interpretation and data labeling. This 

transparency in data manipulation and analytical 

methodologies not only avails other researchers 

the opportunity to validate results but also allows 

for the method's application in analogous research 

pursuits. Ethical considerations also find 

prominence within the methodology, especially 

when grappling with personal or sensitive data. 

Safeguards implemented to protect source privacy 

are meticulously outlined, attesting to the 

research's commitment to ethical standards. 

Ultimately, the section furnishes a justification for 

the chosen approach, elucidating its aptness in 

addressing the research question and delineating 

how encountered difficulties were surmounted. 

This comprehensive rationale instills confidence in 

the research's veracity, portraying a deliberate and 

meticulous selection of methods. 

In summary, the methodology section is an 

indispensable facet of fortifying the credibility of 

research endeavors. Its exhaustive explication of 

research design and execution not only enriches 

the understanding of the investigative process but 

also charts a clear course for potential replicability, 

 
11  Grassroots Palestinian Anti-Apartheid Wall 

Campaign, Towards a Global Movement: A Framework for Today’s 
Anti-Apartheid Activism, 2007. 

thus upholding the principles of robust scientific 

inquiry. 

 

Literature Review 

1. The Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) 

Movement 

Originating in 2005 in response to ongoing 

Israeli violations of international law and 

human rights, particularly in the occupied 

territories, the Boycott, Divestment, and 

Sanctions (BDS) movement has evolved into a 

formidable global civil society initiative 

advocating for justice and liberation for the 

Palestinian people. 11  The movement has 

garnered substantial support from a multitude 

of organizations, institutions, and individuals, 

making it a prominent force in the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict. 

2. Responses from Global Civil Society 

The BDS movement has elicited varied 

responses from global civil society, where 

organizations and individuals have actively 

aligned themselves with its goals and actions. 

Commended for its nonviolent advocacy 

approach and its capacity to mobilize a global 

audience in support of Palestinian rights, the 

movement has also faced critique from those 

questioning its potential impact on the prospect 

of a negotiated peace settlement between Israel 

and the Palestinians.12 

3. Examining the Impact of Boycotts and 

Divestment Strategies 

Central to the BDS movement's arsenal are 

nonviolent tactics, specifically boycotts, 

divestment, and sanctions, strategically 

designed to exert pressure on Israel, complicit 

companies, and institutions to cease support 

for human rights violations and breaches of 

international law. The far-reaching impact of 

these strategies is evident in the global business 

community, with numerous entities divesting 

from Israeli companies and those flagged by the 

12 Rich Wiles, Generation Palestine Voices from the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions Movement, Pluto Press (Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2013) <https://doi.org/10.2307/j.ctt183p84f>. 
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movement. This success underscores the 

potency of grassroots activism and the vital role 

of global solidarity in supporting oppressed 

populations. 

4. Organizational Dynamics: Decentralization 

and Networked Structure 

The BDS movement's organizational 

structure is characterized by a networked, 

decentralized, grassroots, horizontal, and 

border-crossing framework. 13  This 

configuration provides the movement with 

flexibility and adaptability, enabling swift 

responses to emerging opportunities and 

challenges. The horizontal and border-crossing 

nature fosters collaboration and solidarity 

among diverse groups, amplifying its influence 

as a catalyst for change. 

5. Co-struggling and Collaborative Efforts 

Fundamentally rooted in the ethos of co-

struggling, the BDS movement emphasizes 

collaboration between Palestinians and their 

allies to achieve a just and lasting resolution to 

the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This 

collaborative approach underscores the 

interconnectedness of their struggles for 

freedom and equality, emphasizing the 

importance of collective efforts in realizing 

meaningful change. 

6. Emerging as a Global Movement 

The BDS movement's global reach is 

expanding, with solidarity groups and 

campaigns sprouting across Europe, North 

America, and the Global South. This 

proliferation reflects the growing 

acknowledgment of the Palestinian struggle as 

a global concern and the movement's ability to 

resonate with and mobilize individuals across 

diverse geographical borders. 

In summation, this literature review 

provides a thorough exploration of the BDS 

 
13  Suzanne Morrison, ‘Organising the Boycott, 

Divestment and Sanctions Movement: The Case of the “We 
Divest” Campaign’, Conflict, Security and Development, 15.5 
(2015), 575–93 
<https://doi.org/10.1080/14678802.2015.1100015>. 

movement, delving into global civil society 

responses, the impact of boycotts and divestment 

strategies, organizational dynamics, collaborative 

endeavors, and its potential as a burgeoning global 

movement. It underscores the significance of 

solidarity and cooperation in the quest for 

Palestinian rights and envisions the BDS 

movement's trajectory toward becoming a truly 

global force for justice and liberation. 

 
A Comprehensive Examination of BDS 

Movement Strategies in 2010 

1. BDS Movement Strategies 

The BDS Movement, a formidable force 

within the realm of global activism, deploys a 

multifaceted and strategically nuanced 

approach, encompassing economic boycotts, 

divestment campaigns, and sanctions to exert 

pronounced political and economic pressure on 

the state of Israel. Its overarching goal is 

unequivocal: to compel Israel to bring an end 

to its persistent and flagrant violations of 

international law and human rights. Drawing 

inspiration from the illustrious South African 

anti-apartheid movement, these meticulously 

orchestrated strategies find their coordination 

primarily through the Palestinian BDS National 

Committee.14 

At the core of the movement's modus 

operandi lies a resolute call for the boycott of 

Israeli sporting, cultural, and academic 

institutions. Additionally, it advocates for the 

identification and ostracization of 

companies—both Israeli and international—

engaged in activities that contravene 

established human rights standards. A crucial 

facet of the BDS Movement involves fervent 

pleas for divestment from Israel and sanctions 

imposed by foreign governments. Unveiling a 

detailed roadmap for participation, the BDS 

14  Sanya Mansoor, ‘The Trump Administration Is 
Cracking Down Against a Global Movement to Boycott 
Israel. Here’s What You Need to Know About BDS’, TIME, 
7 December 2020 <https://time.com/5914975/what-to-
know-about-bds/>. 
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Movement offers explicit instructions for 

engaging in academic, cultural, and economic 

boycotts. Notably, the movement has left an 

indelible mark, with companies such as Veolia 

and G4S modifying elements of their 

involvement in Israel in response to the 

palpable pressure exerted by BDS campaigns.15 

Beyond the economic realm, the BDS 

Movement's impact reverberates through the 

cultural and artistic spheres. The cultural 

boycott of Israel, championed by influential 

artists like Coldplay, Snoop Dogg, and Elvis 

Costello, stands as a testament to the 

movement's ability to garner support and 

endorsement from prominent figures across 

diverse sectors. As such, the movement goes 

beyond economic sanctions, tapping into the 

power of cultural and artistic influence to 

propel its message. 

Successful instances of BDS campaigns are 

not confined solely to economic realms; the 

movement has persistently called for a 

consumer boycott of specific brands and 

advocated for divestment from companies 

complicit in Israeli violations. The meticulous 

focus on targeted campaigns and boycotts 

underscores the movement's commitment to 

achieving not only meaningful but also 

sustainable outcomes that contribute 

substantively to the ultimate goal of Palestinian 

liberation.16 

The BDS Movement's multifaceted 

approach unfolds across various sectors, 

demonstrating a nuanced understanding of 

how collective efforts, strategically applied in 

specific domains, can coalesce to contribute 

synergistically to the broader and overarching 

objective of Palestinian liberation. Through 

meticulous planning, steadfast commitment to 

 
15 Hilary Aked, ‘Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions: What 

Is BDS?’, Al Jazeera, 2017, pp. 1–9 
<http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2017/01/b
oycott-divestment-sanctions-bds-170110165203991.html>. 

16  Nathan Thrall, ‘BDS: How a Controversial Non-
Violent Movement Has Transformed the Israeli-Palestinian 
Debate’, The Guardian, 2015, pp. 1–51 

strategic objectives, and the resonance of its 

advocacy across diverse sectors, the BDS 

Movement emerges as a potent force in the 

global pursuit of justice and human rights. 

 
2. Amplifying Voices for Palestinian Support 

The BDS Movement, a staunch advocate 

for Palestinian rights, has been actively engaged 

in elevating the voices of Palestinian women 

within the sphere of global civil society 

advocacy. Its endeavors have proven successful 

in not only raising awareness but also 

championing the rights of Palestinian women, 

notably within the complex context of the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. A comprehensive 

examination reveals the multifaceted ways 

through which the BDS Movement has 

effectively amplified the voices of Palestinian 

women: 

a. Spotlighting Palestinian Women's 

Experiences: The BDS Movement has 

strategically positioned the experiences of 

Palestinian women at the forefront of the 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict, emphasizing the 

critical necessity of addressing the unique 

issues and concerns faced by women within 

this context.17 

b. Collaborative Initiatives with Women's 

Organizations: In a bid to amplify the voices 

of Palestinian women, the BDS Movement 

has forged partnerships with prominent 

Palestinian women's organizations, 

including the Women's Centre for Legal Aid 

and Counselling (WCLAC) and the 

Palestinian Youth Movement (PYM). This 

collaborative approach aims to bolster the 

<https://www.theguardian.com/news/2018/aug/14/bds-
boycott-divestment-sanctions-movement-transformed-
israeli-palestinian-debate>. 

17 Nadera Shalhoub-Kevorkian and Sana Khsheiboun, 
‘Palestinian Women’s Voices Challenging Human Rights 
Activism’, Women’s Studies International Forum, 32.5 (2009), 
354–62 <https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2009.07.012>. 
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advocacy efforts and rights promotion of 

these organizations.18 

c. Integration of Gender-Sensitive Language 

and Frameworks: Recognizing the 

paramount importance of inclusivity, the 

BDS Movement has played a pivotal role in 

advancing gender-sensitive language and 

frameworks within its advocacy. This 

ensures a comprehensive and inclusive 

approach to addressing the rights and 

concerns of Palestinian women. 

d. Advocacy within the Women, Peace, and 

Security (WPS) Agenda: The BDS 

Movement actively contributes to the 

Women, Peace, and Security (WPS) Agenda, 

striving to secure the inclusion of women's 

rights within this framework. The WPS 

Agenda seeks to elevate the role of women 

in conflict resolution and prevention. 

The amplification of Palestinian women's 

voices by the BDS Movement has been notably 

facilitated by the strategic deployment of social 

media platforms, grassroots activism, and 

international solidarity in support of BDS 

initiatives. The movement has adeptly 

harnessed the power of social media to 

disseminate the stories and experiences of 

Palestinian women, fostering engagement with 

a global audience and raising awareness about 

their rights and concern. Concurrently, the 

movement's grassroots approach and 

collaborative international solidarity have 

cultivated a robust network of supporters 

ardently advocating for the rights of Palestinian 

women. 

In summation, the BDS Movement's 

success in amplifying the voices of Palestinian 

women within the realm of global civil society 

advocacy is evident through its strategic initiatives, 

collaborative partnerships, and adept use of social 

 
18  Peace Women, ‘Amplifying The Voices of 

Palestinian Women within The Women Peace and Security 
Agenda’ <https://www.peacewomen.org/node/91335>. 

19  BDS Freedom Justice Equality, ‘Respecting BDS 
Guidelines: Self Determination and International Solidarity’, 

media and grassroots activism. These collective 

efforts have significantly contributed to 

heightened awareness and increased advocacy for 

the rights of Palestinian women, particularly in the 

intricate context of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

 
3. Global Civil Society Empowerment 

The BDS Movement plays a pivotal role in 

fostering global community empowerment 

through a multifaceted approach that 

encompasses strategic partnerships, 

collaborations, and the far-reaching 

implications of its advocacy strategies. The 

nuanced dimensions of these contributions 

extend beyond the immediate purview of 

Palestinian issues, encompassing broader 

themes relevant to communities worldwide.19 

The following elucidates these aspects 

comprehensively and academically: 

a. Robust Partnerships and Collaborations: 

Central to the BDS Movement's impact is its 

cultivation of robust partnerships with 

diverse stakeholders, including civil society 

organizations, academics, artists, and 

activists. These alliances serve as a catalyst in 

amplifying the movement's message and 

garnering global support. This collaborative 

ethos facilitates the exchange of resources, 

knowledge, and experiences, engendering a 

sense of solidarity that transcends 

geographical and cultural boundaries. 

b. Global Implications of BDS Strategies: The 

strategic arsenal of the BDS Movement, 

comprising economic boycotts, divestment 

campaigns, and sanctions, holds 

ramifications that extend beyond the 

immediate Palestinian context. These 

strategies inherently champion human 

rights, international law, and social justice, 

resonating with concerns that hold 

2012 <https://bdsmovement.net/news/respecting-bds-
guidelines-self-determination-and-international-solidarity-
0>. 



HUMANISMA: Journal of Gender Studies                            Vol. 07, No. 02, July - December 2023  
 

Sugianto                                                                           151                               Palestinian Women's Rights …  

relevance for communities worldwide. By 

deliberately focusing on these broader 

implications, the BDS Movement emerges 

as a platform that not only raises awareness 

but also advocates for global issues affecting 

diverse populations.20 

c. Fostering Solidarity and Internationalism: A 

distinctive feature of the BDS Movement 

lies in its promotion of solidarity and 

internationalism among communities. This 

ethos nurtures a shared sense of purpose 

and unity in the collective pursuit of justice 

and liberation. The resultant solidarity 

empowers communities to collaborate, pool 

resources, and magnify their impact on 

various issues of shared concern. 

d. Inspiration for Global Social Movements: 

Beyond its immediate sphere, the BDS 

Movement serves as an inspirational force 

for other social movements globally. 

Influential movements such as Black Lives 

Matter and MeToo have drawn inspiration 

from the BDS Movement, adopting similar 

tactics and strategies to advocate for their 

rights and demand justice. This cross-

pollination of ideas underscores the 

empowering influence of the BDS 

Movement on communities across the 

world. 

The BDS Movement has emerged as a 

formidable force in the global advocacy landscape, 

making substantial contributions to community 

empowerment on a worldwide scale. These 

contributions manifest through a multifaceted 

approach, including strategic partnerships, 

collaborations, and the overarching impact of its 

strategies that extend far beyond the immediate 

context of Palestinian issues. The movement's 

adept engagement with various civil society 

organizations, academics, artists, and activists 

exemplifies its commitment to building robust 

 
20  Jim Zanotti, Martin A Weiss, and Kathleen Ann 

Ruane, Israel and the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) 
Movement, Congressional Research Service, 2015. 

partnerships, thereby amplifying its message and 

garnering augmented global support. This 

collaborative ethos facilitates the exchange of 

resources, knowledge, and experiences, 

engendering a sense of solidarity and collaboration 

among diverse communities. Notably, the BDS 

Movement has forged significant alliances with 

Palestinian women's organizations, such as the 

Women's Centre for Legal Aid and Counselling 

(WCLAC) and the Palestinian Youth Movement 

(PYM), underscoring its dedication to amplifying 

the voices and rights of marginalized groups. 

The strategies employed by the BDS 

Movement, notably economic boycotts, 

divestment campaigns, and sanctions, reverberate 

with implications that transcend the immediate 

Palestinian context. These strategies, rooted in the 

promotion of human rights, international law, and 

social justice, hold profound relevance for 

communities worldwide. By deliberately focusing 

on these broader implications, the BDS 

Movement emerges as a conscientious advocate, 

not only raising awareness but also advocating for 

issues of global import. Illustratively, the 

movement has served as an inspirational model for 

other social movements, including the Black Lives 

Matter movement and the MeToo movement, 

which have adopted analogous tactics and 

strategies to advance their respective causes. 

Moreover, the BDS Movement actively 

fosters solidarity and internationalism among 

communities, cultivating a sense of unity and 

shared purpose in the collective pursuit of justice 

and liberation. This sense of solidarity becomes a 

powerful catalyst, enabling communities to 

collaborate, pool resources, and magnify their 

impact on various issues. For instance, the 

movement's call for a consumer boycott of 

specific brands and divestment from companies 

complicit in Israeli violations exemplifies its 

commitment to targeted campaigns that yield 

meaningful and sustainable results, contributing 
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substantively to the broader goal of Palestinian 

liberation. 

The BDS Movement's contribution to 

global community empowerment is underscored 

by its strategic partnerships, collaborations, and 

the profound implications of its strategies that 

transcend Palestinian issues. By steadfastly 

focusing on human rights, international law, and 

social justice, the movement not only raises 

awareness but also advocates for issues resonating 

globally, inspiring other social movements and 

fostering a profound sense of solidarity and 

internationalism. The rigorous emphasis on 

targeted campaigns and boycotts demonstrates the 

movement's dedication to attaining long-term and 

meaningful results that contribute considerably to 

the cause of Palestinian liberation. 

In summation, the BDS Movement 

significantly contributes to the empowerment of 

global communities through its strategic 

partnerships, collaborations, and the broader 

implications of its advocacy strategies. By 

championing human rights, international law, and 

social justice, the movement not only raises 

awareness but also advocates for issues with global 

resonance, inspiring other social movements and 

fostering a profound sense of solidarity and 

internationalism. 

a. Resonance and Impact 

The strategies deployed by the Boycott, 

Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) Movement 

in the transformative year of 2010 have not 

only rippled across the global landscape but 

have also left an indelible mark on pivotal 

arenas such as public sentiment, corporate 

conduct, and governmental policies. The 

movement's ascendancy is unmistakable, 

having garnered momentum on the 

international stage with endorsements from a 

diverse array of civil society organizations, 

academics, artists, and activists. This nuanced 

analysis seeks to delve into the nuanced 

resonance and far-reaching impact of the 

BDS Movement, juxtaposed against the 

backdrop of the multifaceted challenges and 

controversies it confronts. 

1. Public Opinion: A significant hallmark of 

the BDS Movement's impact is its 

profound influence on shaping public 

opinion, particularly about the protracted 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Initiating a 

nuanced discourse, the movement has 

become a pivotal player in the ongoing 

debate, with supporters viewing it as a 

stalwart champion of human rights and 

detractors leveling accusations of anti-

Semitism. This complex dichotomy has 

engendered a nuanced and ongoing 

dialogue, marking the movement's 

profound impact on global 

consciousness. 

2. Corporate Behavior: Tangibly affecting 

corporate behavior, the BDS Movement 

has compelled noteworthy responses 

from entities such as Veolia and G4S, 

leading to the curtailment of certain 

aspects of their engagement with Israel 

under the pressure of BDS campaigns. 

However, the movement has 

encountered challenges in navigating the 

complexities of corporate targeting, with 

instances of misinformation about 

corporate ties to Israel surfacing. This 

intricate dynamic underscores the 

multifaceted nature of the movement's 

impact on corporate entities and the 

associated complexities. 

3. Government Policies: The influence of 

the BDS Movement extends beyond the 

public and corporate spheres, permeating 

government policies. Earning 

endorsements from select governments 

and institutions while concurrently facing 

opposition from others, the movement 

operates within the crucible of varied 

governmental responses, reflecting the 

polarizing nature of its advocacy. This 

kaleidoscopic interplay of support and 

opposition adds layer of complexity to 
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the movement's engagement with global 

governance. 

 

b. Challenges and Controversies 

1. Allegations of Anti-Semitism and Inter-

sectionalist Debate: One of the pivotal 

challenges confronting the BDS 

Movement pertains to persistent 

allegations of anti-Semitism. The 

movement staunchly refutes these 

accusations, positing them as an 

orchestrated effort to conflate legitimate 

criticism of Israeli policies with anti-

Semitism. This enduring controversy not 

only casts shadows on the movement's 

credibility but also initiates profound 

debates delving into the ethical and 

political dimensions underpinning its 

advocacy. Moreover, the discourse 

expands into the intricate inter 

sectionalist of anti-Semitism and anti-

Zionism, adding layers of complexity to 

the movement's engagement with global 

affairs. The multifaceted nature of this 

debate necessitates a nuanced 

understanding of the movement's 

position within the broader context of 

contemporary socio-political discussions. 

2. Economic Impacts: Debates and 

Divergent Perspectives: The economic 

repercussions of the BDS Movement, 

while perceptible to some extent, 

engender nuanced debates within 

academic circles. Central to this discourse 

is the contention surrounding the 

immediate economic influence of the 

movement, with varying perspectives 

emerging on its potential for sustained 

economic and political pressure on Israel. 

This ongoing debate underscores the 

imperative for a comprehensive 

evaluation of the movement's 

multifaceted objectives and its evolving 

role within the intricate fabric of the 

global economic landscape. Scholarly 

discussions around economic impacts 

intertwine with the movement's 

overarching goals, prompting an in-

depth exploration of its efficacy and 

potential for transformative influence. 

Delving into the intricacies of these 

economic debates enriches our 

understanding of the complexities 

inherent in the BDS Movement's 

strategies, presenting an evolving 

narrative that merits continuous 

scholarly attention. 

In conclusion, the strategic initiatives 

undertaken by the BDS Movement in 2010 

reverberate on a global scale, permeating diverse 

realms of public discourse, corporate dynamics, 

and governmental policies. While the movement 

undeniably accrues resonance and impact, it 

simultaneously navigates a labyrinth of challenges 

and controversies, ranging from allegations of 

anti-Semitism to nuanced debates regarding its 

immediate economic efficacy. This comprehensive 

evaluation provides illumination on the intricate 

and polarizing nature of the BDS Movement's 

advocacy, positioning it as a dynamic force 

continually shaping global conversations 

surrounding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 

broader considerations of human rights on the 

international stage. The ongoing scholarly 

discourse enriches our understanding of the 

movement's complexities, inviting further 

exploration and analysis into its multifaceted 

impacts and evolving role in the global arena, 

thereby contributing to the ongoing discourse on 

the intersection of activism, geopolitics, and 

human rights. 

Conclusion 

The research's conclusion underscores the 

intricate dynamics characterizing the Boycott, 

Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement, 

emphasizing its dynamic evolution within the 

global landscape. It acknowledges the movement's 

accomplishments in amplifying the voices of 

Palestinian women and fostering the 
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empowerment of global civil society, achieved 

through deliberate strategic partnerships and 

collaborative endeavors. The study 

conscientiously recognizes the substantial impact 

that the BDS movement has wielded on shaping 

public opinion, influencing corporate conduct, 

and even influencing government policies. 

However, the conclusion maintains a balanced 

perspective by acknowledging the formidable 

challenges and controversies confronting the 

movement, particularly concerning allegations of 

anti-Semitism and the intricate navigation of 

global governance structures. 

The research's overarching contribution 

extends beyond a mere analysis of the BDS 

movement; it actively engages in the broader 

discourse surrounding activism, geopolitics, and 

human rights. It underscores the movement's 

economic influence and underscores its potential 

as a force capable of exerting sustained pressure 

on Israel. By delving into these nuanced facets, the 

conclusion aims to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of the BDS movement, 

transcending simplistic assessments and 

promoting a more sophisticated and informed 

dialogue within academic, policy, and activist 

circles. The intricate interplay of achievements, 

challenges, and future potentialities positions the 

BDS movement as a dynamic force with enduring 

relevance in the ongoing struggle for justice and 

human rights. 
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