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Abstract

Sounds affect each other. It brings to change one of the sounds. The phonological changes
that occur as a result of the influence of sounds on some of them are; assimilation,
dissimilation, and replacement. The question "Are there similarities in phonological
changes between Tamil and Arabic languages which are from two different language
families" is the research problem. Thus, this research aims to identify the similarities and
differences in phonological changes among them. This research uses contrastive
methodology under the descriptive analysis to find out the similarities and differences
among them. Secondary data were collected from books, research and previous studies.
At the end of the study, the researchers concluded that the phenomenon of assimilation
in the Arabic language often exists between the sounds of a single word, while in the
Tamil language this phenomenon occurs between the two words when they are linked to
create a new word from them. It is divided into several in the two languages in terms of
the characteristics of the sounds, and in terms of the degree of effect, place, and the
relationship between the influencer and the affected; among them, assimilation of Arabic
consonant is divided into six types, such as complete, partial, contiguous, non-contiguous,
progressive and regressive. There are five types in the Tamil language, such as
progressive, regressive, complete, contiguous, and non-contiguous. Assimilation of Tamil
vowels is in three forms: assimilation of vowel with a vowel, assimilation of consonant
with a vowel, assimilation of vowel with consonant while in the Arabic language it occurs
in four forms: assimilation of vowel with a vowel, assimilation of semi-vowel with a
vowel, assimilation of semi-vowel with a consonant, assimilation of vowel with a semi-
vowel. When comparing the dissimilation in Arabic and Tamil, this term in both
languages indicates one thing. It is the difference between the influenced sound and the
one affecting it, in addition to the fact that it occurs in the Arabic language in a specific
system and in specific cases. But no rules and order were followed for this phenomenon,
nor were there any types for it in the Tamil language even though it exists in the Arabic
language. Learners face many problems in identifying phonological changes without
comparative knowledge of their mother tongue and adequate applications.
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2013), p. 248.
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17<Abd Allah, p.120.

18 Ahmad Mukhtar ‘Umar, dirasah al-Sawt al-lughawi, (al-Qahirah : ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1976),
p.384.

19 Tbrahim Anis, al-aswat al-lughawiyah, (al-Qahirah : Maktabat al-Anjlii al-Misriyah, 1999),
p.210-213.
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®Hasan Ghazi al-Sa‘di, "al-mukhalafah al-sawtiyah f1 alqr’an-tafsiruha bayna al-qudama’ wa-al-
muhaddithin", Majallat Midad al-adab, (al-Jami‘ah al-‘Iraqiyah : Kulliyat al-Adab, 2020m) al-‘adad al-
khass balm’tmrat 2019-2020, p236-254.
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21 Seenivasan, Mozhieyal, (India: Chennai Aniyagam, 1980), p82.

22 K. Karunaakaran & V.Jeya, Mozhieyal, (Chennai: Kumaran Printers, 1997), p90.

233, Supiramaniyan, Pechcholieyal, (Tamil Nadu: Folklore Resources and Research Centre, 1998),
p232.
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