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Abstract
This article examines metaphor, majdz, and kindyah as forms of non-literal meaning in
the language of the Qur’an, while critically reviewing Ibn Taymiyyah’s rejection of
majaz. The study departs from the fact that Qur’anic language does not always operate
in a strictly literal manner, but frequently employs expressions that require contextual,
rhetorical, and semantic reading. This research uses a qualitative library-based
approach by examining classical works of Arabic rhetoric, writings on Conceptual
Metaphor Theory (CMT), and sources discussing Ibn Taymiyyah’s view on literal and
figurative meaning. The study finds that CMT, majdaz, and kindyah all affirm that
language may convey meaning through systematic non-literal mechanisms rather than
through random deviation. In this context, a total rejection of majaz is difficult to sustain,
since Arabic—including Qur’anic language—is rich in semantic extension, indication,
and transfer of meaning. An excessively literal approach risks narrowing interpretation,
obscuring rhetorical beauty, and in some verses generating theological problems.
Therefore, acknowledging non-literal meaning is essential for preserving interpretive
accuracy and safeguarding theological integrity.
Keywords: The Holy Qur’an, Ibn Taymiyyah, Kindyah, Majaz, Metaphor
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! Xue Hu, ‘The Conceptual Metaphor and Its Application Value to Foreign Language Teaching’,
Open Access Library Journal, 11.6 (2024), pp. 1-8, doi:https://doi.org/10.4236/0alib.1111451; Paulo Nuno
Vicente, ‘Extended Conceptual Metaphor Theory’, in Conceptual Metaphor Theory (SAGE Publications,
Inc., 2020) <https://www.cambridge.org>.
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2 Taqi al-Din Ahmad ibn ‘Abd al-Halim Ibn Taymiyyah, Risalah fi al-Haqiqah wa-al-Majaz
(Maktabah Mishkah al-Islamiyyah).
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3 Jakub Macha, ‘Conceptual Metaphor Theory and Classical Theory: Affinities Rather than
Divergences’, in From Philosophy of Fiction to Cognitive Poetics, ed. by Piotr Stalmaszczyk (Peter Lang,
2019), pp. 93—-115, doi:10.3726/978-3-653-06564-0; Khamroyeva Shakhzoda Ikromovna, ‘Conceptual
Metaphors as Mediators of the Author’s Individual World-Picture’, World Bulletin of Social Sciences, 47
(2025), pp. 18-21; Martina Pticek and Jasminka Dobsa, ‘Theories of the Metaphor’, Encyclopedia (MDPI
Encyclopedia, 2023), pp. 1-5 <https://encyclopedia.pub/entry/45392>; Paulo Nuno Vicente, ‘The SAGE
International Encyclopedia of Mass Media and Society Conceptual Metaphor Theory’, 2020,
doi:10.4135/9781483375519.n145; Zoltan Kovecses, ‘Conceptual Metaphor Theory: Some New
Proposals’, LaMiCuS, 1.1 (2017), pp. 16-32; Hu, ‘The Conceptual Metaphor and Its Application Value to
Foreign Language Teaching’.
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4 Ahmad Hamd Mubhsin, 4salib al-Majaz fi al-Qur’an al-Karim (Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2017)
<http://www.al-maktabeh.com>; Sana Aisyah Khan, Sahidah, and Salma, ‘Al-Isti‘arah fi Ayat al-Iman fi
Sturat al-Baqarah’, Majallah al-Qism al- ‘Arabt, 25 (2018), p. 11; Bassam ‘Abd al-‘Afw ‘Abd al-Razzaq
Al-Qawasimi, Uslib al-Kinayah fi al-Qur’an al-Karim (Al-Madinah al-Munawwarah, 1984); ‘Abd Allah
ibn ‘Ali ibn Salim, 4A/l-Haqiqah wa-al-Majaz fi al-Qur’an, 1st edn, 1993; In‘am Fawwal ‘Akkawi, A/-
Mu jam al-Mufassal fi ‘Ulum al-Baldaghah: al-Badi‘ wa-al-Bayan wa-al-Ma ‘ant, 2nd edn (Dar al-Kutub
al-‘Ilmiyyah, 1996); Mahmud ibn ‘Umar Al-ZamakhsharT, Al-Mufassal Ft ‘Ilm Al- ‘Arabiyyah (Dar al-Jil);
Yasuf Abu al-*Adus, Madkhal ila al-Baldaghah al- ‘Arabiyyah: ‘llm al-Ma ‘ant, ‘Ilm al-Bayan, ‘Ilm al-Badi‘
(Dar al-Masirah li-al-Nashr wa-al-Tawzi‘, 2006); ‘Abd Syakiir, Al-Balaghah al-Muyassarah (Al-Qahirah,
2019); Hifn1 Nasif and others, Duriis al-Balaghah, 1st edn (Maktabat Ahl al-Athar, 2004); ‘Abd al-Qahir
Al-Jurjant, Asrar al-Balaghah, 1st edn (Dar al-Kutub al-‘Ilmiyyah, 2001); Muhammad Ahmad Qasim and
Muhy1 al-Din Dib, ‘Ulam al-Balaghah: al-Bayan wa-al-Ma ‘ani wa-al-Badr, 1st edn (Al-Mu’assasah al-
Hadithah lil-Kitab, 2003); Badr al-Din Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah ibn Malik al-Ta'1 Ibn
al-Nazim, Al-Misbah fi al-Ma ‘ant wa-al-Bayan wa-al-Badri‘, ed. by Husn1 ‘Abd al-Jalil Yiisuf, 1st edn
(Maktabat al-Adab, 1989); Muhammad Tahir, Al-Mubassat fi ‘Uliim al-Balaghah (Al-Maktabah al-
‘Asriyyah, 2005); ‘Tsa ‘AlT Sa‘d and ‘Ali, Al-Kafi fi ‘Ulim al-Balaghah al- ‘Arabiyyah (Al-Jami‘ah al-
Maftiihah, 1993).

>Sa‘d and ‘A, Al-Kafi fi ‘Ulim al-Balaghah al- ‘Arabiyyah; Fawwal ‘Akkawi, Al-Mu jam al-
Mufassal fi ‘Ulim al-Balaghah: al-Badi® wa-al-Bayan wa-al-Ma ‘ani, Syakur, Al-Balaghah al-
Muyassarah.

6 Jalal al-Din Muhammad ibn ‘Abd al-Rahman Al-Qazwini, Al-Talkhis fi ‘Ilm al-Balaghah (Dar al-
Fikr al-‘Arabi, 1904); “Ali Al-Jarim and Mustafa Amin, A/-Baldaghah al-Wadihah: al-Bayan wa-al-Ma ‘ant
wa-al-Badi  (Dar al-Ma‘arif, 1999).
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7 al-Sayyid Ahmad Al-Hashimi, Jawahir al-Baldaghah fi al-Ma ‘ani wa-al-Bayan wa-al-Badi‘ (al-
Maktabah al-‘Asriyyah).

8 Aep Saepurrohman, ‘Al-Dalalat al-Kina’iyyah fI al-Qur’an al-Karim wa-Tawzifuha fi Tadris al-
Lughah al-‘Arabiyyah: Dirasah Uslubiyyah wa-Tadawuliyyah’, HuRuf Journal: International Journal of
Arabic Applied Linguistics, 5.2 (2026), pp. 175-95, doi:10.30983/huruf.v5i2.9479.
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% Khan, Sahidah, and Salma, ‘Al-Isti‘arah fi Ayat al-Iman fi Siirat al-Bagarah’.

19 Abd al-‘Azim Ibrahim, AI-Majaz ‘inda Imam Ibn Taymiyyah wa-Talamidhihi Bayna al-Inkar wa-
al-1grar (Maktabat Wahbah, 1995).

"' Tbrahim, AI-Majaz ‘inda Imam Ibn Taymiyyah wa-Talamidhihi Bayna al-Inkar wa-al-Iqrar.

12 Khan, Sahidah, and Salma, ‘Al-Isti‘arah fi Ayat al-Iman fi Siirat al-Baqarah’.
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13 Al-Qawasimi, Uslib al-Kinayah fi al-Qur’an al-Karim.

14 Marwan Katib ‘Abd al-Rahman Sha‘ar, Tuhfat al-Salikin, 1st edn (Dar al-Ihsan li-al-Nashr wa-
al-Tawzi', 2021), p. 87.

15 Sha‘ar, Tuhfat al-Salikin.
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